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“You are the most effective leaders in your 

community; you can affect your streets, your 

youth, so to take the next steps we must set 

up goals. Share information. We can do 

better if we know what others are doing. Let 

us share methods, ideas, and foster discussion 

across sectors, borders, and political and 

ethnic divides. Linking local actors with 

national strategies will produce regional 

success. All begins at the local level.” 

 

PETE MAROCCO, DEPUTY ASSISTANT 

SECRETARY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE  
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“We have already established national 

mechanisms for CVE, but the real problems are 

mostly at the local level. We should establish 

local councils that would keep track of the 

problem and know how to recognize it and deal 

with it.” 

 
DRAGAN MEKTIC, MINISTER OF SECURITY, 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

 Participants discuss CVE priorities in breakout sessions 
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“Recent research findings across the region 

indicate that primary security concerns 

should be the spread of non-violent 

extremism – including non-violent Salafi 

extremism, as well as Christian and other 

forms of extremism – and increased ethnic 

radicalization. Given the regional dynamics 

marked by unresolved identity issues and 

frozen conflicts, it is crucial that competing 

political narratives are viewed in terms of 

how they may contribute violence by feeding 

and reinforcing other extremism.” 
 

EDINA BECIREVIC, RESEARCHER, BOSNIA AND 

HERZEGOVINA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The embrace of radicalization in the 

Western Balkans has been quite a family 

business. We have these leaders, platforms, 

people that glorify violence. They talk about 

honor, naming and shaming and a higher 

purpose in life. We have a role of charismatic 

leaders, highly effective videos, sometimes 

secret chat rooms, dark web is playing its 

role. In the Western Balkans, peer to peer is 

crucial.” 
 

EBI SPAHIU, RESEARCHER, ALBANIA 
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 Oliver Spasovski, North Macedonia Minister of Interior 

 

Mevludin Nuhodzic, Minister of Interior of Montenegro 
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Vasko Sutarov, researcher from North Macedonia, on 
the role of religious communities in CVE 
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Izabela Kisic, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in 
Serbia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Without understanding the complexity of the 

audience we are trying to reach, we are not 

going to be able to do effective counter-

narratives... We need to understand that 

radicalization, recruitment and mobilization is 

very targeted and not accidental. It does not 

happen in a uniform matter everywhere.”  

 
ADRIAN SHTUNI, SPECIALIST AND CEO OF 

SHTUNI CONSULTING 

Harry Holcroft, International Communications 
Programs, ISD 
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Vlado Azinovic from the University of Sarajevo discusses 
returnees and reintegration processes in the Western 
Balkans 

Elvira Hadzibegovic Bubanja, Executive Director of 
Forum MNE, Montenegro 
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